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achieving the vision

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust is charting a new 
course to ensure protection of freshwater resources and 
water quality. This new initiative seeks to meet a broader 
need and protect land on a larger, watershed scale. 

The protection of water quality in the Fox River, Green 
Bay and ultimately Lake Michigan, depends on how land 
is used upstream in the watershed thus protecting the 
health of the land and water. 

Since we can not buy or conserve every important 
parcel of land, our conservation efforts require greater 
collaboration with other organizations working in our 
area…and your support.  

Our task is to bring together the right people and 
financing strategies so that our vision can be achieved– 
to have clean air and water, productive lands, abundant 
wildlife and scenic vistas for generations.

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust thanks those 
who contributed to the planning process, 

drafting and printing, making this plan and 
publication possible.

This strategic conservation plan will:

•	Identify the most critical land for preservation.

•	Direct our resources to make the most of conservation 
dollars.

•	Build awareness of our mission throughout 
communities.

•	Increase funding of local land conservation. 

•	Guide land use decisions in northeast Wisconsin. 

•	Forge new partnerships.

•	Protection	of	water	
resources, especially water 
quality.  
•	Protection of natural 
habitats for plants and 
animals.

•	Provide and enhance 
scenic, educational and 
recreational value.

In addition, Northeast 
Wisconsin Land Trust has 
selected Green Bay West 
Shore and Tributaries, and 
Lower Fox River Basin as 
focus areas where we can 
increase the pace 
of conservation and have the 
greatest impact over the 
next few years.

This map indicates areas that most 
significantly align with the land 
conservation priorities identified in 
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust’s 
12-county service territory.

Our conservation priorities are:

The mission of Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust is to 
preserve lands that protect our waters, landscapes, and 

natural habitats for this and future generations.

The Land Trust was founded in 1996 as a watershed 
focused land trust. Since that time we have 
permanently preserved more than 5,000 acres of 
natural land, and over 30 miles of shoreline.

Our nonprofit organization utilizes specialized land-
protection strategies unique to land trusts, relying 
on local volunteers and the generous support of our 
donors. 

The land we protect provides clean water, clean air, 
wildlife habitats and places for people to enjoy the 
outdoors ensuring we always have the unique natural 
landscapes that make this part of Wisconsin special. 

“We will hand to our children an intact and 
healthy landscape that can nourish and 

sustain all future generations.” - Unknown

Our Conservation Partners: 
Ducks Unlimited ◆ Fox River Environmental Education Alliance ◆ Fox 

River/Green Bay Natural Resources Trustee Council ◆ Fox-Wolf Watershed 
Alliance ◆ Gathering Waters ◆ Land Trust Alliance ◆ Municipalities ◆ Niagara 

Escarpment Resource Network ◆ Natural Resources Conservation Service 
◆ Tribal Entities ◆ The Nature Conservancy ◆ The River Alliance of 

Wisconsin ◆ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ◆ Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources ◆ Wisconsin Wetlands Association

land and water... 
for future generations

charting a course for 
conservation



Wetlands: Bordering lakes, rivers and streams, wetlands filter pollutants before they reach 
waterways. They provide nesting areas and stopover sites for migratory birds and habitat for fish 
spawning. 
 
Bird habitat: Every spring, millions of birds rely on Wisconsin as a stopover point during 
their annual migration. Wetlands, waterways, fields and woodlands provide a bounty of foraging 
and nesting areas for a variety of species.
 
Threatened and Endangered Species:	Preserving	rare	natural	communities	and	
large tracts of land provides habitat and supports the recovery of unique species and promotes 
biological diversity. 
 
Agricultural land: Wisconsin’s farms drive our economy and feed our communities.  
Ensuring healthy soils remain on our farms and do not end up in our waterways is essential for 
maintaining water quality and sustaining our food systems.
  
Geologic Features and Rare habitats: Unique landscapes can be seen throughout 
northeast Wisconsin including glacial features like drumlins, kettles, kames and eskers. Rare plant 
and animal habitats can be found in places such as the Niagara Escarpment and Red Banks.  
   
Fish: Our waterways are prized by anglers for a wide variety of species. Healthy fisheries depend 
on plentiful spawning areas and clean water. By preserving wetlands, shorelines and improving 
water quality, our fisheries will be sustained for the future. 
 
Shorelines: Riparian zones provide important wildlife habitat and filter water runoff from 
residential and agricultural areas. Sustaining stable shorelines with healthy vegetation is essential 
to prevent erosion and ensure the health of our waterways.

green bay west shore
and tributaries 

Why it’s important… Green Bay is one of the largest freshwater 
estuaries in the world. More than 50 percent of Lake Michigan’s 
remaining wetlands are located in this coastal region. This 
productive ecosystem is crucial to the lake’s water quality, fish 
populations, migrating birds and native wildlife. One-third of 
all the land that provides water to Lake Michigan is located in 
Green Bay’s 10.6 million-acre watershed. The health of the water 
in Green Bay significantly impacts Lake Michigan and the Great 
Lakes ecosystem. 

Why it’s at risk… Over the years, Green Bay’s health has been 
degraded	by	invasive	species,	sediment,	PCBs,	mercury	and	
other pollutants. Seventy percent of Lake Michigan’s wetlands 
have been lost, which significantly influenced the decline 
of Green Bay and Lake Michigan fisheries and waterfowl 
populations as well as water quality. In some areas of the Bay, 
there is currently so little oxygen that few fish and other aquatic 
species can survive. Referred to as the “dead zone,” leading 
causes are reported to be phosphorus and sediment that enter 
waterways from farms and residential areas.

What we will do… 

•	 Identify shorelines and wetlands for preservation that are 
located along tributaries to Green Bay.

•	 Reach out to landowners to promote preservation and 
encourage good land stewardship practices. 

•	 Build relationships that will lead to long-term protection of 
critical natural areas in the future.

•	 Preserve	land	that	will	impact	the	quality	of	water	in	the	
watershed. 

Why it’s important… Prehistoric	sturgeon,	bald	eagles	and	
great blue herons live and breed in the Lower Fox River Basin. 
Considered of prime importance for future recreational needs, 
the Lower Fox River empties water from 6,349 square miles, 
including drainage from the Wolf River and Upper Fox River 
basins. Maintaining a diverse mix of natural, agricultural and 
developed areas is crucial.

Why it’s at risk…. Nearly two-thirds of the phosphorus in Green 
Bay comes from the Fox River via nonpoint source pollution. 
Algal blooms plague the water we prize for aquatic life and 
recreation. The Lower Fox River Basin has been given nationwide 
attention for water quality; a 50 percent reduction in nutrient 
and sediment loading to streams and rivers is needed to repair 
this waterway. 

What we will do… 

•	 Identify conservation programs that we can utilize to prevent  
nonpoint source pollution from reaching our rivers.

•	 Participate	in	efforts	to	bring	new	funding	opportunities	for	
land conservation to this area. 

•	 Identify projects that will protect critical habitats for fish and 
wildlife and provide outdoor recreational and educational 
opportunities for local residents.

•	 Initiate new partnerships to accomplish water quality 
improvements in the watershed. 

Come experience what makes 
northeast Wisconsin a great place. 
Visit a Northeast Wisconsin Land 
Trust nature preserve.

1. oconto wetland  
 preserve
A high-quality wetland along Lake 
Michigan’s migratory bird corridor, 
ideal for outdoor exploration.

2. west shore preserve
A forested wetland and seasonal creek 
that provides spawning habitat for 
Northern	Pike	near	Green	Bay.

3. gilson creek preserve
Part	of	Red	Banks	Alvar	State	Natural	
Area, providing a rare habitat for 
species unique to the Great Lakes 
region.

4. guckenberg-sturm 
 preserve
A wildlife-viewing platform provides 
the opportunity to experience one 
of the last remaining pristine, open 
cattail marshes along the Lower Fox 
River drainage basin.

For information about our public 
preserves, visit www.newlt.org

nature’s wealth - worth preserving

walk
explore
wonder

lower fox
river basin


